SENATE  CHAMBER. 

Washington,  March  2\//t ,  1846. 

Honorable  Chester  Ashley, 

Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Com.  of  the  Senate: 

Sir:  The  public  interests  demand  the  establishment  and  organization, 
at  this  time,  of  three  separate  federal  judicial  districts  in  Florida,  and  a 
judge  for  each.  These  courts  should  be  invested  with  district  and  cir¬ 
cuit  court  powers,  and  likewise  clothed  with  all  the  special  powers,  and 
required  to  perform  the  duties,  imposed  by  several  special  acts  of  Con¬ 
gress  upon  the  judges  of  the  late  superior  courts  of  the  Territory  of  Flo¬ 
rida,  in  cases  of  federal  character  and  jurisdiction.  Without  such  courts, 
the  rights  of  parties  who  aie  residents  of  other  States,  and  others,  com¬ 
pelled  to  resort  to  the  federal  tribunals,  will  be  injuriously  affected  by 
the  increased  expenses  and  great  delays  that  will  inevitably  ensue.  No 
one  can  be  more  hostile  than  we  are  to  any  increase  of  federal  patronage 
and  power  in  the  States,  or  increased  allowance  for  federal  expenditure. 
We  would  decrease  it  in  Florida  to  the  lowest  degree  that  the  public  in¬ 
terests  can  justify.  With  respect  to  the  three  judicial  districts  now  pro¬ 
posed  for  Florida,  we  hope  in  a  few  years  they  may  be  reduced  to  two ; 
and  whenever  it  can  be  done  without  serious  public  injury,  we  will  ad¬ 
vocate  it. 

It  is  true  that  not  more  than  two  separate  federal  judicial  districts  have 
been  as  yet  established  in  any  State  of  the  Confederacy,  but  the  district 
courts  in  most  of  the  States  are  not  invested  with  circuit  court  powers, 
as  is  proposed  with  reference  to  the  Florida  courts;  and  no  other  State 
is  situated  as  Florida  is,  rendering  the  establishment  of  three  such  dis¬ 
tricts  imperatively  necessary.  Florida  covers  an  area  of  upwards  of 
57,000  square  miles  of  land.  She  is  the  fifth  largest  State  in  the  Union. 
She  is  only  exceeded  in  territory  by  Texas,  Virginia,  Georgia  and  Mis¬ 
souri.'  The  population  of  Florida  was  35,730  souls  by  the  U.  States 
census,  in  1830,  and  in  1838,  by  the  Territorial  census,  48,760  souls. 
In  1840,  by  the  U.  States  census,  it  was  57,477  souls,  and  in  1845,  by 
the  State  enumeration, about  110,000  souls.  It  has  increased  more  rapidty 
this  year  than  any  past  year.  If  the  Indians  are  subdued  and  removed, 
and  if  a  liberal  policy  is  pursued  with  respect  to  the  public  domain,  so  as 
to  encourage  the  settlement  of  it,  the  population  at  next  census  will  proba¬ 
bly  exceed  200,000  souls.  Her  Gulf  and  Atlantic  coasts  are  upwards  of 
1,500  miles  in  extent,  and  on  them,  and  the  waters  emptying  into  the 
Gulf  and  Gulf  stream,  are  situated  at  least  seven  towns,  having  valua¬ 
ble  foreign  and  coastwise  trade  and  commerce,  though  but  compara¬ 
tively  little  intercourse  with  each  other.  Portions  of  her  coasts  are  the 
most  dangerous  of  any  in  the  Union,  and  they  being  on  the  great  tho¬ 
roughfare  of  our  coastwise  and  West  India  commerce,  more  wrecks 
occur  on  them  than  on  any  other.  The  peculiar  geographical  features 
of  the  State — West  and  Middle  Florida  being  a  strip  running  between 
the  Gulf  and  Alabama  and  Georgia,  of  upwards  of  300  miles  in  length, 
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and  from  50  to  150  miles  in  width;  and  East  and  South  Florida  bein« 
a  peninsula;,  running  from  the  Georgia  line  south  about  450  miles — 
being  from  100  to  150  miles  in  width  east  and  west,  and  the  chain 
of  islands  and  keys  at  its  lower  extremity ,  pushing  out  farther  south 
and  west  into  the  Gulf  upwards  of  100  miles,  occasion  the  neces¬ 
sity  adverted  to.  Florida  is  peculiar  in  another  respect.  There  are 
fertile  uplands  in  every  section  of  the  State  on  the  main  land,  but  much 
of  the  country  is  pine  barren,  spotted^!’  interspersed  with  tracts  of  ham¬ 
mock  in  the  vicinity  of  water-courses,  or  lakes,  or  swamps,  in  many  in¬ 
stances  several  miles  distant  from  each  other,  and  at  which  the  chief 
settlements  are  generally  found.  Consequently  the  population  is  sparse 
and  scattered  in  detached  neighborhoods,  and  the  difficulties,  inconve¬ 
nience,  and  expense  of  travelling  betwen  them,  is  greater  than  in  almost 
any  of  the  other  Atlantic  States.  Besides,  there  is,  and  will  be  for 
some  years  hence,  a  large  amount  of  legal  business,  of  federal  juris¬ 
diction,  in  the  State  of  Florida;  indeed  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  in 
any  State  of  the  Union,  and  that,  too,  without  including  the  admiralty 
cases  at  Key  West.  At  least  one-half  of  all  the  legal  business  in  the 
State,  and  by  far  the  most  important  in  value,  and  with  regard  to  the 
principles  involved/  will  be  in  the  federal  courts  for  many  years  to 
come . 

The  Spanish  and  English  grant  claims  are  not  all  yet  finally  de¬ 
termined  ;  the  claims  for  losses  under  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
cession,  submitted,  under  special  acts,  to  the  examination  of  the  United 
States  judge  of  the  superior  court  of  the  Territory  for  East  Florida,  and 
to  be  reported  upon  by  him  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  are  not 
all  }^et  definitively  settled.  It  is  apprehended,  also,  that  attempts  may 
be  made  by  grantees  of  unconfirmed  grants,  under  recent  decisions,  to 
seek  by  a  resort  to  the  federal  courts  by  actions  at  law,  or  in  equity,  to 
establish  their  claims.  By  the  7th  clause  of  the  17th  article  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  the  State  of  Florida,  the  State  courts  are  expressly  prohibited 
from  entertaining  jurisdiction  u  of  any  Spanish  grants  made  subsequent 
c  to  the  2kth  of  June ,  1818,  or  to  receive  as  evidence  in  any  case  the 
c  alleged  grants  in  favor  of  the  Duke  of  Alagon ,  the  Count  Renon 
c  Rostros ,  and  Don  Pedro  de  Vargas .  or  any  title  derived  from  either 
c  of  such  grants ,  unless  with  the  express  assent  of  the  Congress  of  the 
c  United  States .”  As  to  these  grants ,  therefore,  little  difficulty  is  to 
be  apprehended  from  an  attempt  by  the  claimants  under  them  to  resort 
to  the  State  courts  to  sustain  them,  (from  which  courts  in  such  case 
they  would  be  necessarily  transferred  to  the  federal  courts;)  nor  primar¬ 
ily  to  the  federal  courts,  without  previous  legislation  by  Cong  ess; 
which  it  is  presumed,  ivith  respect  to  these  grants ,  will  not  be  made, as 
well  on  account  of  the  character  of  the  grants,  as  for  the  reason  that 
large  portions  of  the  lands  said  to  be  included  in  them  have  been  sold  by 
the  United  States,  and  settled  by  those -who  purchased  them,  to  whom 
such  legislation  would  occasion  great  injustice. 

But  there  are  many  other  grants  not  in  the  same  category,  and  which 
as  suggested  it  may  be  attempted  to  make  the  subject  of  litigation  with 
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the  United  States,  or  the  patentees  of  the  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  , 
and  which  cases  are  likely,  to  become  subjects  of  decision  by  the  federal 
tribunals  in  Florida,  and  which  tribunals,  (if  not  restrained  by  act  of 
Congress  from  entertaining  suits  founded  on  unconfirmed  grants,)  it  is 
important  should  be  so  organized  as  to  decide  the  questions  involved 
without  delay. 

We  would  note  that  each  one  of  the  judicial  districts  proposed  in  Flo¬ 
rida  has  a  greater  extent  of  seacoast  than  any  one  State  in  the  Union ; 
and  is  also  more  than  twice  as  large  in  geographical  area  as  eight  of  the 
States. 

The  western  district,  as  proposed,  extends  from  the  Suwannee  river 
to  the  Perdido,  a  distance  of  upwards  of  300  miles  in  a  straight  line,  and 
about  400  miles  by  the  regular  mail  route.  The  distance  from  the 
Georgia  line  south  to  the  Gulf  coast,  afid  from  the  Alabama  line  to  the 
same  coast,  varies  from  50  to  150  miles.  This  district  comprises  an 
area  of  upwards  of  21 ,000  square  miles.  Five  different  rivers — the  Os- 
cilla,  Oekolockony,  Apalachicola,  Choctawhatchie,  and  Escambia — 
run  north  and  south  through  it,  into  Georgia  or  Alabama;  and  the  three 
last  named  are  without  bridges  over  them.  The  citizens  of  the  different 
districts  of  country  between  these  different  rivers,  at  this  time,  have  but 
partial  communication  or  intercourse  with  each  other.  The  difficulties 
of  intercommunication  are  considerable.  Within  this  district  are  the 
seaports  at  the  outlets  of  the  river  St.  Marks,  and  the  cities  of  Apalachi¬ 
cola  and  Pensacola.  It  is  proposed  b}^  the  bill  reported  that  the  judge 
shall  hold  at  least  six  terms  a  year — two  at  Tallahassee,  two  at  the  city 
of  Apalachicola,  and  two  at  Pensacola.  It  is  deemed  necessary  that  the 
courts  should  be  so  held.  Pensacola  is  a  naval  station,  and  public  ves¬ 
sels  of  war  of  the  United  States,  and  of  foreign  nations,  are  almost  con¬ 
tinually  in  that  port.  In  time  of  war,  the  facility  of  access  to  it,  and 
egress  from  it,  and  its  security,  and  there  being  a  public  navy  yard  there, 
will  render  it  one  of  the  principal  ports  of  rendezvous  for  our  public 
ships  and  privateers,  and  to  which  port  all  prizes  captured  in  the  Gulf  or 
Carribbean  seas  would  be  sent.  The  necessity  of  an  IT.  S.  judge  resid¬ 
ing  near  this  city  must  be  obvious.  Apalachicola  is  the  most  important 
commercial 'seaport  in  Florida.  It  is  already  next  to  Mobile  on  the 
Gulf  coast,  and  its  foreign  and  coastwise  trade  is  rapidly  increasing.  It 
is  by  the  ordinary  inland  route  more  than  300  miles  from  Pensacola, 
and  difficult  of  access  from  it.  For  upwards  of  six  months  of  the  year 
its  wharves  are  crowded  with  vessels  of  foreign  nations,  and  our  own 
bound  to  foreign  ports  or  coastwise  to  other  States.  Cases  continually 
arise  at  this  city  of  admiralty  jurisdiction,  and  if  it  is  decided  that  the 
admiralty  jurisdiction  extends,  as  some  contend,  up  our  rivers  navigable 
by  sea  vessels,  and  by  steamboats  when  voyaging  to  or  from  a  port  on 
tide  waters,  the  extensive  interior  steamboat  commerce  between  this  city 
and  those  portions  of  Alabama  and  Georgia,  tributary  to  the  Chattahoo¬ 
chee  river,  and  of  Georgia  contiguous  to  the  Flint  river,  will  come  with¬ 
in  the  control  of  this  court.  The  citizens  of  Florida  are  not  more  inter¬ 
ested  that  these  courts  should  be  held,  than  those  of  northern  and  other 
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States.  The  interests  of  all  demand  it.  Tallahassee,  the  metropolis  of 
the  State,  is  contiguous  to  St.  Marks  and  Newport,  (seaports  on  the  St. 
Marks  river,)  the  outlet  of  Middle  Florida  to  the  Gulf.  The  court  of 
appeals  of  the  territory,  until  abolished  by  the  admission  of  Florida  as  a 
State,  has  been  held  there,  and  its  records  are  now  there.  It  is  at  least 
350  miles  from  Pensacola  by  the  ordinary  inland  route  of  travel,  and 
150  mil  es  from  Apalachicola.  The  judge  of  this  distiict  will  have  to 
travel  about  fifteen  hundred  miles  every  year,  and  hold  six  terms  of  his 
court  at  different  places. 

The  eastern  district  as  proposed,  will  extend  from  the  Atlantic  coast 
to  the  Suwannee,  upwards  of  100  miles  in  a  straight  line,  and  from  the 
Georgia  boundary  down  the  peninsula  to  the  27°  N.  lat.  is  about  240 
miles.  The  peninsula  is  from  100  to  150  miles  broad.  This  district 
will  comprise  an  area  of  upwards  of  25,000  square  miles.  The  pro¬ 
posed  bill  requires  the  judge  to  hold  at  least  six  terms  a  year;  two  at 
Tampa,  on  the  Gulf  coast;  two  at  Newnansville,  an  interior  town, 
near  the  centre  of  the  district;  and  two  at  St.  Augustine,  on  the  At¬ 
lantic  coast.  Newnansville  is,  by  the  ordinary  route  of  travel,  up¬ 
wards  of  100  miles  south  and  west  from  St.  Augustine;  and  Tampa  is 
about  150  miles  farther  south  and  west  from  Newnansville.  The 
judge  of  this  district  must  therefore  travel  annually,  at  least  1000  miles, 
and  through  a  country  where  there  are  as  yet  few  regular  public  means 
of  conveyance.  This  district  includes  the  whole  of  the  river  St.  John’s, 
navigable  by  large  vessels,  being  upwards  of  250  miles  from  its  outlet. 
Most  of  the  Spanish  and  English  grant  claims,  before  referred  to, 
are  within  this  district.  The  claims  for  losses  under  the  8th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  cession  submitted  under  special  acts  to  the  examination  of 
the  U.  S. judge  of  the  superior  court  of  the  territory  for  theeastern 
district,  and  to  be  reported  by  him  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury,  were  not  all  passed  upon  by  the  territorial  judge  ;  and  by  the  pro¬ 
posed  bill  the  cases  yet  pending  are  to  be  decided,  and  reported  by  the 
U.  S.  judge  for  this  district.  This  district  has  240  miles  of  Atlantic 
coast,  and  150  miles  of  Gulf  coast,  on  both  of  which  wrecks  often  oc¬ 
cur.  The  unsettled  business  of  a  federal  character,  in  the  court  of  this 
district  already  pending,  and  that  which  will  be  instituted,  will  employ 
all  the  time  of  the  judge  for  several  years  hence. 

We  hand  you  herewith  authentic  statements  showing  that  mer¬ 
chandise,  of  the  value  of  upwards  of  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
is  annually  wrecked  on  the  coasts  and  reefs  of  South  Florida,  and  with 
vessels  of  all  nations  of  great  value  wrecked,  or  that  come  into  Key 
West  in  distress,  becomes  subject  to  the  legal  control  of  the  admiralty 
court  at  Key  West.  The  remote  and  isolated  position  of  that  island, 
and  the  difficulty  and  uncertainty  attending  the  going  to  and  from  it, 
from  and  to  the  main  land  of  Florida,  renders  the  establishment  of  such 
separate  courts  there  indispensable .  Without  such  courts,  highly  valu¬ 
able  interests  in  the  northern  States  engaged  in  the  commerce  and  navi¬ 
gation  of  the  Gulf  and  West  Indies,  would  continually  sustain  great 
losses.  Numerous  letters  from  merchants,  and  ship  owners,  and  under- 
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writers,  of  New  York  and  Boston,  and  New  Orleans  and  Mobile, 
have  been  received  by  members  of  the  present  Congress,  urging  the 
establishment  of  this  court,  as  a  separate  court,  unconnected  with  any 
other.  The  bill  reported  is  in  accordance  with  their  views  as  to  this 
court,  and  provides  that  it  shall  be  held  once  eveiy  two  months. 

For  years  hence  the  absence  of  facilities  of  intercommunication  be- 

r 

tween  these  places  will  occasion  the  session  of  a  court  at  any  one  of 
them,  for  the  trial  of  causes  originating  at  either  of  the  others,  to  be  op¬ 
pressive  upon  parties,  witnesses,  and  counsel,  and  be  destructive  of  jus¬ 
tice.  The  territorial  court  of  Tallahassee  has,  for  years  past,  had  no 
small  number  of  cases  of  federal  character  and  jurisdiction,  and  the 
continued  occurrence  of  them,  in  its  vicinity,  will  require  that  a  federal 
court  should  be  held  there.  It  is  believed,  when  these  facts  are  duly 
estimated,  there  will  be  no  objection  to  the  allowance  of  the  three  dis¬ 
tricts  proposed ;  at  any  rate  temporarily ,  till  the  press  of  business  in 
these  courts  may  enable  one  of  them  to  be  dispensed  with,  without  in 
jurious  effects  upon  the  interests  of  the  public  and  of  individuals. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

JAMES  D.  WESTCOTT, 
DAYID  L.  YULEE. 
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Statement  of  Hon.  Mr.  Brockenbrough. 

Mr.  Yule&and  Mr.  Westcott,  in  whose  views,  upon  a  hasty  reading, 
I  entirely  concur,  have  presented  the  reasons,  for  the  bill,  so  fully  that 
I  have  but  little  to  add,  except  that  the  business  of  the  country  has 
been  such  as  to  require  five  districts  whilst  a  territory,  and  the  State  has 
four  circuits ;  and  in  my  opinion,  judging  of  the  future  by  the  past, 
the  federal  judges  will  have  as  much  to  do  as  the  State  judges,  and 
three  of  the  former  are  more  absolutely  necessary  than  four  of  the  lat¬ 
ter.  The  federal  judges  will  have  both  circuit  and  district  court 
powers.  The  Key  West  judge  should  never  be  obliged  to  leave  home  ; 
his  business  is  irregular  and  requires  despatch ,  which  is  the  life  of  ad¬ 
miralty  proceedings.  He  will  be  judge  for  the  commercial  world,  and 
not  for  Florida.  The  true  question  is,  how  many  judges  are  necessary 
for  the  rest  of  Florida  ?  I  think  it  will  be  seen  that  each  of  them  will 
have  as  much  seacoast,  and  as  great  commercial  interest,  as  are  allotted 
to  any  other  district  court  which  has  no  circuit  powers  ;  but  the  icrcuit 
court  business  will  be  as  much  as  any  judge  cafti  attend  to.  For  the 
last  six  or  seven  years,  at  least,  half  of  the  business  would  have  gone  in 
to  federal  courts,  if  we  had  been  a  State,  and  the  courts  have  been  inces¬ 
sant  in  Middle  Florida,  from  October  to  June;  and  there  were  two  dis¬ 
tricts  west  of  that,  and  one  east,  of  the  labors  of  which  the  judge  com¬ 
plained,  and  in  which  many  suits,  relative  to  land  titles,  will  encumber 
the  federal  courts  for  years. 

WM.  H.  BROCKENBROUGH. 

Statement  of  Hon.  Judge  Webb ,  of  Texas. 

At  the  request  of  the  Hon.  Messrs.  Westcott  and  Yulee,  I  have  read 
the  foregoing  letter,  and  entirely  concur  in  the  opinion  it  expresses.  I 
am  well  acquainted  with  Florida,  having  resided  there  a  number  of 
years,  ten  of  which  I  wasU.  S.  judge  of  the  southern  district ;  and  ex¬ 
perience  convinces  me  that  it  is  impracticable  for  the  judge  of  that  dis¬ 
trict  to  perform  official  duties  elsewhere,  without  neglecting  important 
interests  at  home.  It  is  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  commerce  so 
often  jeoparded  on  the  leefs  and  shoals  of  the  Florida  peninsula  and 
islands,  that  the  court  of  admiralty  should  be  always  open  at  Key 
West,  and  even  short  absences  of  the  judge  from  that  place  will  some¬ 
times  result  in  great  injury  to  persons  who  may  have  laige  amounts  of 
property  there  for  his  adjudication. 

I  am  also  of  opinion,  that  from  the  peculiar  character  of  Florida,  and 
the  difficulties  which  it  presents  of  access  from  one  important  point  to 
another,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  for  one  judge  to  transact  the 
business  which  would  come  before  the  district  and  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States,  in  those  parts  of  the  State  which  are  unconnected  with 
the  admiralty  court  at  Key  West,  and  am  well  assured  that  it  would 
require  at  least  two  to  perform  the  duties  effectually. 

JAMES  WEBB. 


Washington,  March  22,  1846. 


8 


Statement  of  Gen.  Gadsden ,  of  South  Carolina. 

From  my  intimate  knowledge  of  the  State  of  Florida ,  its  extensive  sea- 
coast  frontier  on  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  of  Mexico ,  and  the  difficulty  of 
intercommunication  between  its  important  and  settled  portions  of  terri  - 
tory,  I  concur  in  the  reasoning  in  the  letter  from  the  Hon.  Messrs. 
Westcott  and  Yulee,  and  in  the  views  expressed  above  by  the  Hon. 
James  Webb,  who  was  for  many  years  a  judge  of  the  territory. 

JAMES  GADSDEN. 

Statement  of  Gen.  Eaton ,  late  Governor  of  Floiida. 

At  the  request  of  the  Senators  from  Florida,  I  state  unhesitatingly, 
that  from  my  knowledge  of  the  State  it  will  be  impossible  to  get  along 
with  the  federal  legal  business  in  said  State  without  two  districts  on  the 
main  land,  and  one  at  Key  West,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  their  letter  to 
Gen.  Ashley. 

March  24, 1846. 


JOHN  H.  EATON. 
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List  of  vessels  wrecked  on  the  Florida  coast,  and  brought  into 


Prepared  by  John  C.  Hoyt,  agent 


Month 

Name. 

Captain. 

Where  from. 

Where  bound. 

Amount 
awarded  by 
court. 

Jan. 

Ship  Bertrand 

Blanchard 

Portland 

New  Orleans 

Feb. 

Brit,  bark  F.  Matthew 

Hill 

St.  Andrews 

Matanzas 

- 

cc 

Schr  Charlotte 

Best 

New  rleans 

Charleston 

Mar. 

Brit,  b’k  Jas.  Denniaon 

Young 

Liverpool 

Mobile 

— 

Brig  J.  D.  Noyes 

Parker 

St.  Marks 

New  York 

— 

a 

Brig  Mary  Averill 

Riven  s 

Jamaica 

C  ( 

— 

u 

Brit,  ship  Rosa 

Jeffries 

Mansonilla 

Liverpool 

.  — 

i  t 

Brig  Angola 

Bell 

u 

New  York 

—  • 

April 

Brit,  ship  Wellington 

McIntyre 

New  Orleans 

Liverpool 

_ 

U 

Brig  Gulielma  - 

Mayo 

Cuba 

New  York 

— 

May 

Sloop  Rival 

Smith 

N  w  Orleans 

Nassau 

— 

June 

Brig  Cashier 

Pike 

Cuba 

New  York 

U 

Brit,  ship  Challenge  - 

Long 

Jamaica 

London 

— 

July 

Brig  Alwida 

Tallman 

Honduras 

New  York 

— 

U 

Fr.  ship  Louis  XIV. 

Juge 

New  Orleans 

Havre 

— 

Aug. 

Schr.  Select 

Lewis 

CC 

Barbadoes 

mm. 

U 

Brit,  ship  Rothschild 

Fell 

Apalachicola 

Liverpool  % 

- 

Oct. 

Ship  Atlantic 

Mallett 

Liverpool 

New  Orleans 

$4,325  00 

Nov. 

Bark  Highlander 

Maybury 

Providence 

<C 

2,099  00 

U 

Bark  Attalia 

Hammond 

Havana 

Baltimore 

2,021  00 

it 

Ship  New  York 

Harding 

Matanzas 

Cowes 

— 

Cl 

Brig  Algonquin  - 

Williams 

Philadelphia 

Mobile 

- 

It 

Ship  Washington 

Benson 

Norfolk 

New  Orleans 

2,800  00 

It 

Brig  Statira 

Babbidge 

St.  Marks 

New  York 

1,240  50 

It 

Schr.  Ranger 

Herrylue 

Galveston 

Baltimore 

— 

it 

Brig  Lime  Rock 

Ould 

Key  West 

New  Orleans 

- 

tt 

Bark  Eleanor  - 

Slammer 

New  Orleans 

Baltimore 

- 

It 

Brit,  brig  Conservative 

Carrey 

Galveston 

Liverpool 

6,279  00 

Dec. 

Ship  ZotofF 

Murphy 

New  Orleans 

Boston 

6,320  93 

$25,085  43 
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Key  West,  from  January  1st,  1844 ,to  January  Is/,  1845. 

of  the  New  York  underwriters. 


Amount 
awarded  by 
arbitration, 

Whole  amount 
of  expenses 
and  duty. 

Value  & 
vessels  and 
cargoes. 

Remarks. 

$1,000  00 

$1,137  94 

$26,000  00 

Dry  rocks — no  injury. 

1,068  30 

1,987  93 

8,000  00 

Brought  in,  condemned,  and  sold,  (Ca- 
rysfort.) 

2,556  36 

2,977  60 

7,000  00 

Tortugas;  brought  in  and  repaired. 

600  00 

1,045  24 

5,000  00 

Totally  lost  on  Cape  Antonio. 

— 

1,016  98 

16,000  00 

Arrived  leaking,  and  repaired. 

3,097  00 

6,141  24 

15,000  00 

Carysfort;  repaired. 

2,000  00 

2,749  77 

30,000  00 

Quicksands ;  got  off  without  damage. 

— 

1,765  70 

10,000  00 

Arrived  with  loss  of  sails,  spars,  &c.; 
repaired. 

15,717  00 

19,863  08 

56,000  00 

Tortugas ;  lost. 

- 

1,163  66 

12,000  00 

Arrived  leaking,  and  repaired. 

— 

223  61 

1,000  00 

Do.  do. 

2,293  34 

3,896  34 

25,000  00 

Carysfort:  repaired. 

2,033  33 

3,289  05 

18,000  00 

Do.  do. 

2,501  37 

2,127  93 

9,000  00 

Do.  lost. 

17,459  98 

27,809  93 

104,000  00 

Long  Key ;  lost. 

1,050  08 

1,318  35 

4,000  00 

Lost;  Tortugas. 

17,000  00 

24,573  95 

70,000  00 

— 

9,104  59 

35,000  00 

Key  Vacas;  brought  in,  condemned, 
sold,  and  repaired. 

Tortugas,  do.  do.  do. 

— 

3,328  69 

11,000  00 

— 

3,432  12 

12,000  00 

Carysfort;  lost. 

— 

13,036  48 

65,000  00 

Arrived  in  distress,  and  repaired. 

""  \ 

1,488  08 

47,000  00 

Arrived  in  distress,  Oct.  gale;  condemned, 
sold,  and  repaired. 

- 

3,349  69 

25,000  00 

American  shoals  ;  no  injury. 

Wrecked  in  Key  West  harb.  in  Oct.  gale. 

- 

1,637  55 

10,000  00 

- 

— 

4,000  00 

Condemned,  sold,  and  repaired. 

250  00 

425  00 

8,000  00 

Sprung  a  leak  at  sea;  run  ashore  at  Tor¬ 
tugas. 

— 

3,294  44 

33,000  00 

Came  in  leaking;  condemned,  sold,  and 
repaired. 

— 

18,711  59 

32,000  00 

Key  Largo ;  lost. 

— 

8,108  95 

27,000  00 

Tortugas;  lost. 

$67,626  76 

$169,064  99 

$725,000  00 

The  duties  which  were  paid  upon  articles  subject  to  duty,  are  included  in  th®  amount 
of-  expenses. 
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List  of  Vessels  stranded  on  the  Florida  Reef  and  arrived  at  Key 


Date. 

• 

Names  of  Vessels. 

Names, 

Masters 

Where  belong 
•  ing- 

Where  from. 

Where  bound. 

Jan’y 

Bark  Osprey  - 

Collins 

Middleton 

New  Orleans 

Philadelphia 

Ship  Mississippi 

Hilliard 

New  York 

Ditto 

Liverpool 

Feb’y 

Ship  Venice 

Salter 

Portsmouth 

Boston 

New  Orleans 

Bark  Croton  - 

Toune 

Kennebunk 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Brig  Hayne 

Trescott 

Charleston 

Charleston 

Havana 

March 

Brig  Republic  - 

Gates 

New  York 

New  Orleans 

New  York 

April 

Brig  Oneco 

Smith 

Thomas  ton 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Bark  T.  D.  - 

Bassett 

Boston 

Ditto 

Ditto 

French  Brig 

Hounce 

France 

Ditto 

Martinique 

Schr.  J.  T.  Bertine  - 

Brown 

New  York 

St.  Marks 

New  York 

May 

Schr.  Henry  Clay  - 

Clough 

Portland 

Mobile 

Ditto 

Brit,  ship  Yorkshire  - 

Bucke 

Bristol 

New  Orleans 

Liverpool 

Ship  Reznic 

Clark 

New  York 

New  York 

New  Orleans 

Bark  Globe 

Brugin 

Portland 

Ditto 

Ditto 

June 

Brig  Newark  - 

Mervin 

New  York 

Mobile 

New  York 

Brit  schr.  Atalanta  - 

Allison 

New  Castle 

Cuba 

Cowes 

Brit,  bark  Tevonia  - 

Davis 

London 

Jamaica 

Liverpool 

Sept’r 

Schr  Charlotte 

Lewis 

New  York 

Honduras 

New  York 

Nov’r 

Bark  Mary  - 

Marston 

Baltimore 

New  Orleans 

Baltimore 

Brit,  brig  Victor 

— 

England 

Jamaica 

Norfolk 

Schr.  B.  D’Mar 

— 

Sedwik 

New  York 

Texas 

Ship  Telumah  - 

Borland 

New  Castle 

Liverpool 

Havana 

Brig  Georgiana 

M^Lellan 

Thomaston 

Thomaston 

New  Orleans 

Dec’r 

Bark  Musay  - 

Tucker 

New  York 

New  Orleans 

Trieste 

Schr.  Bohemian 

Nason 

Kennebunk 

Bremen 

New  Orleans 

Schr.  Staunch  - 

i 

Spillings 

New  York 

-  - 

-  iK 

.  i 

!j  r  . '  ’ 

k 
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West  in  distress ,  from  January ,  1845,  to  January ,  184(3. 


Value  of  vessel 
^'and  cargo. 

Amount  of 
salvage  decreed. 

Total  amount 
of  expenses  in¬ 
cluding  salvage, 
commission^ 
and  other  ex¬ 
penses. 

REMARKS. 

10,000  00 

2,076 

84 

3,134  73 

Touched  on  quicksands,  brought  in  and 
condemned. 

80,000  00 

1,000 

00 

1,000  00 

Struck  on  quicksands — not  much  dam¬ 
aged. 

35,000  00 

— 

100  00 

Among  the  rocks,  and  piloted  out. 
Sambro’s  Key — off  without  assistance. 

10,000  00 

1,000 

00 

87  50 

12,000  00 

— 

• 

1,514  00 

Soldier  Key — not  much  damaged. 

30,000  00 

— 

1,112  15 

Put  in  leaking. 

38,000  00 

8,346 

45 

11,423  79 

North  Tortugas — temporary  repairs. 

40,000  00 

1,200 

00 

1,200  00 

Sambro’s  Key — oft’ without  much  dam¬ 
age. 

25,000  00 

— 

200  00 

Put  in  for  provisions,  &c. 

9,500  00 

— 

25  00 

Tortugas — little  damage. 

3,000  00 

— 

750  00 

Put  in  leaking- 

90,000  00 

4,000 

00 

5,500  00 

Marquesas  Key — no  damage. 

85,000  00 

20,962 

10 

26,500  00 

Carrysfort  Reef — lost. 

4,000  00 

537 

91 

1,400  00 

Tortugas — brought  in,  condemned,  sold 
and  repaired. 

25,000  00 

4,604 

04 

5,965  76 

Pickle’s  Reef — lost. 

22,000  00 

3,282 

08 

5,382  22 

Carysfort  Reef — condem ’d  and  repaired 

40,000  00 

3,200 

91 

5,527  34 

Do.  do.  • — lost. 

4,500  00 

— 

1,837  00 

Put  in  leaking. 

27,000  00 

— 

821  93 

Do.  do. 

5,000  00 

— 

— 

Tortugas — got  off — no  assistance. 

9,000  00 

200 

00 

200  00 

Do.  — no  damage. 

45,000  00 

11,931 

66 

17,904  91 

Carysfort  Reef — lost. 

8,000  00 

250 

00 

428  00 

Sombrero  Reef — no  damage. 

55,000  00 

7,000 

00 

13,195  39 

Do.  do.  — bro’t  in  and  repaired. 

20,000  00 

— 

Put  in  in  distress. 

5,000  00 

- 

500  00 

Do,  do. 

$737,000  00 

69,591 

99 

105,709  51 

Duties  paid  by  wrecked  vessels  $25,104 

